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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Pittosporum eugenioides

Common Name(s):

Tarata, lemonwood

Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. Common in the North and South Islands.

Habitat:
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Common tree of regenerating and mature forest in coastal to Caption: Masterton
montane situations. Photographer: John Barkla
Features®:

Gynodioecious tree up to 12 m tall but usually much less. Trunk
0.6-1 m diam, stout, clad in persistent pale-grey bark, branches
numerous, erect then spreading. Leaf buds sticky, resinous. Leaves
borne on slender petioles 10-20 mm long, alternate, 50-100(-150)
X 25-40 mm, vellow-green, green, more or less blotched and
mottled with paler green or yellow-green (sometimes white),
somewhat leathery, glossy, smelling strongly when crushed of ivy
or resin, elliptic to elliptic-oblong, apex acute to subacute; leaf
margin undulate (very rarely not so), midrib pale green.
Infloreseences terminal, numerous, subcorymbose compound
umbels. Flowers pale yellow to vellow, very fragrant. Peduncles
10-20 mm, pedicels 5 mm, both sparsely hairy. Sepals 2 mm,
ovate to narrow-ovate, pale caducous. Petals 5, 5-7 mm long,
narrow-oblong. Capsules 2-valved (rarely 3), 5-6 mm, ovoid to
elliptic, caducous, seeds immersed in dark vellow viseid pulp, whole
structure covered in long persistent papery endocarp.

Flowering: Fruiting:
October - December October - January
Threats:
Not Threatened B ila « 0 e
Caption: Maidstone Park, Upper
Hutt.
*Attribution: Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe

Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 30 August 2006.
Description adapted from Cooper (1956).
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