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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Pterostylis oliveri

Common Name(s):

Olivers Greenhood

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. South Island in the west from north-west Nelson to
about Arthurs Pass National Park.

Habitat:

Montane forest and subalpine scrub (rarely above 1200 m a.s.l.).
Often along stream sides or under shrubs growing in dense drifts of
partially decomposed leaf litter. Sometimes common on track side
banks and cuttings.

Features*:

Terrestrial, tuberous, glabrous, spring to summer-green perennial
herb, mostly solitary or forming small patches of 3-5 plants
through vegetative extension. Plant at flowering 100-380 mm tall.
Stem more or less erect to decumbent, smooth, yellow green to
green, internodes mostly shorter than leaves, sometimes very Caption: Pterostylis oliveri

short near base. Leaves 4-6, spreading, margins entire, size Photographer: DoC

changing from base to top of stem; lamina of lower leaves 50-100 x

20-30 mm, oval to broadly elliptic or narrowly obovate, apex

obtuse, narrowing to a broadly winged, mostly short petiole; upper

leaves progressively more acute, the uppermost little shorter but sessile, ovate, sometimes almost acuminate,
often reaching but scarcely overtopping the galea. Flower solitary, erect, front mostly dark green finely striped
with white, stripes of white widening toward back of galea with green narrowing. Ovary erect. Dorsal sepal 30-
50 mm tall, slightly to distinctly inclined in its proximal portion, apex long, narrow, more or less parallel-sided
with only weakly involute margins, strongly deflexed; lateral sepals diverging at a narrow angle, caudae of lobes
greatly attenuated erect, sometimes strongly deflexed to the back of the galea. Petals much shorter than dorsal
sepal with acute apices. Labellum narrowly triangular, slightly arched protruding. Column shorter than
labellum; stigma narrowly ellipsoid, scarcely distinguished from column and rather flat.

Flowering: Fruiting:
December - January January - April
Threats:
Not Threatened.
*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 14 April 2007: Description adapted from Moore and Edgar
(1970).
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1217
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