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Rubus cissoides

Common Name(s):
Tataramoa, bush lawyer
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. New Zealand: North, South, Stewart Islands
Habitat:

Coastal to montane. Usually in forest but also found in scrub, and
on the margins of wetlands.

Features*: Caption: Rubus cissoides

.. . ) . . Photographer: Wayne Bennett
Much-branched dioecious vine or scrambling vine with stems up to

10 m or more long. Primary stems up to 150 mm diameter, terete,
more or less glabrous (when young sparsely covered in minute
stalked glands); mature branches unarmed, otherwise branchlets
covered with stout, falcate reddish prickles. Stipules narrow-linear.
Leaves palmate or ternate, evenly and usually sharply serrate,
coriaceous, glabrate, leaflets of juveniles up to 5, otherwise mature
plants with 3-5, veins usually distinct, petioles and petiolules
usually armed with recurved prickles, stipules narrow-linear;
lamina of leaflets varying with range, those of northern North
Island populations 70-150 x 3-10 mm, usually narrow linear-
lanceolate, acuminate, base truncate (rarely shallowly cordate);
those of southern North Island 60-150 x 20-30 mm, usually
ovate-lanceolate, acute to acuminate, rarely obtuse, base
subcordate; those of South Island 60-150 x 30-60 mm, broadly
ovate-oblong to oblong, acute to acuminate, rarely obtuse, base
truncate to oblique at base. Inflorescence a much-branched panicle
up to 800 mm long, branchlets and pedicels glandular-pubescent.
Flowers white (rarely cream). Sepals pubescent, pale-margined,
ovate-oblong, obtuse, 3-5 mm long. Petals 5, 5-8 mm long, ovate,
oblong or obovate. Male flowers with numerous stamens. Style
absent or rudimentary. Female flowers without stamens, or if
present these sparse and rudimentary. Fruits up to 12 mm
diameter, drupelets 10-15 (or more), orange-red to red. Endocarp

Caption: Rubus cissoides

(‘seed’) 1.6-2.7 mm long, dorsally-ridged 1(-3)x. Photographer: Wayne Bennett
Flowering: Fruiting:

September - November December - April
Threats:

Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 17 October 2016. Description based on Allan (1961), Webb et
al. (1988) and Webb & Simpson (2001).
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