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Common Name(s):

Feeble Bastard Grass, Hook Sedge

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. New Zealand: North (from about Whangarei south)
South (Marlborough Sounds, northern Marlborough, Nelson,

Otago, South Canterbury, Westland, Fiordland) and Stewart

Islands

Habitat:

Mostly montane forest, cloud forest or in subalpine scrub, often on
or near rotting logs. Descending to coastal areas in the southern
part of its range.

Features*:

Loosely tufted, dark green or reddish-green plants. Culms 100.0-
420.0 x ¢.0.5 mm, glabrous or rarely scabrid below inflorescence;
basal sheaths dark brown, shining. Leaves 4-6 per culm, usually >
culm, 1.0-2.0 mm, wide, dark green or reddish green, margins
moderately scabrid. Spikes 50-70 x ¢.2 mm, usually bracteate, the
bract leaf-like and far overtopping spike, or setose and shorter
than spike, female flowers c.15-20, + equidistant in lower part of
spike with internodes to 6 mm long, c.2 mm apart above. Glumes <
utricles, deciduous, acuminate, hyaline with green midrib. Utricles
4-5 x c.1mm, trigonous, elliptic-lanceolate or oblong, green, faintly
nerved with the lateral nerves more prominent, scarcely spreading
when ripe, stipe 1.0-1.5 mm long, beak c.1mm long.

Flowering: Fruiting:

October - December November - April
Threats:

Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970). Fact sheet HDW (,»;"7
prepared by Peter J. de Lange 17 August 2006. Caption: Reproduced with
. permission from Stewart Island
References and further reading: plants (1982).
Moore, L.B.; Edgar, E. 1970: Flora of New Zealand. Vol. II. Photographer: Hugh D. Wilson

Government Printer, Wellington.
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