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Common Name(s):

Red Bastard Grass, Frost Flat Hook Grass

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. New Zealand: North, South and Stewart Islands. From
about Mt Pirongia and Te Urewera National Park (though mainly
found within the Central Volcanic Plateau) South. In the South
Island present in Nelson thence east of the main divide.

Habitat:

Montane to alpine (coastal in southern part of range). In frost-flats,
short and tall tussock grassland, grey and subalpine scrub, bogs
and mires. In the North Island it has been very rarely collected
from cloud forest (Mt Pirongia).

Features*:
Dark red, wine-red or reddish green, weakly tufted or shortly Caption: Close-up of flowers. In
rhizomatous plant. Culms 150-350 x < 1 mm, rigid, wiry, minutely cultivation ex Moawhango River.
scabrid on the angles under the inflorescences Leaves 2-5 per Nov 1975. .
culm, much < to slightly > culm, 0.7-2.5 mm wide, rigidly flexuose Photographer: Colin Ogle

to rigid, margins slightly scabrid, tapering rather abruptly towards

the tip. Spikes 25-70 x 3—5 mm, usually ebracteate, female flowers

8-11, often aborted, internodes to 10 mm long at base of spike, 3-6 mm long above. Glumes = or < utricles,
persistent, obtuse or lowermost subacute, coriaceous, red with a pale margin. Utricles 5.0-6.5 mm long, plano-
convex, concavo-convex or subtrigonous, fusiform, striated, yellowish green, later yellow-brown, narrowed
above to a beak 1.0-1.5 mm long, and scarcely narrowed below to a paler stipe 1.0-1.5 mm long

Flowering: Fruiting:

October - November November - June
Threats:

Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970). Fact sheet prepared by Peter J. de Lange 17 August 2006.
References and further reading:

Moore, L.B.; Edgar, E. 1970: Flora of New Zealand. Vol. II. Government Printer, Wellington.
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