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Common Name(s):
puriri
Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. New Zealand: Three Kings Islands and North Island
from Te Paki to Taranaki, Mahia Peninsula and the northern
Hawkes Bay. Puriri is, as a rule, scarce south of about Opotiki and 3
Kawhia. Caption: In cultivation.
Photographer: John Braggins

Habitat:

In the northern part of its range Puriri is a common co-dominant
with Taraire (Beilschmiedia tarairi) and karaka (Corynocarpus
laevigatus) especially on rich fertile soils derived from basaltic and
basaltic-andesitic igneous rocks. South of the northern Bay of
Plenty and Raglan Harbours it is rarely found inland and is more
commonly found in coastal forest where it co-habits with
pohutukawa (Metrosideros excelsa) and karaka. Puriri is also an
important forest tree on many of the smaller islands of the Hauraki
Gulf, where it may at times be the canopy dominant.

Features*:

Caption: In cultivation.
Photographer: John Braggins

Tree up to c. 20 m. tall with a broad spreading canopy; trunk up to
c.1-5 m. diamete; bark grey-brown, firm, flaking in small irregular-
shaped shards. Branches stout, spreading; branchlets 4-angled,
green. Leaves opposite, glabrous, coriaceous, compound, on
petioles up to 110 mm long; Leaflets 3-4-5, somewhat undulose, adaxially dark green, glossy, abaxially lighter
green, mat; basal one or pair of leaflets usually much smaller than the terminal 3, digitate; lamina of 3 main
leaflets 50-140 x 30-60 mm,; elliptic-oblong to obovate, abruptly acute to subacuminate, margin entire.
Domatia (pit-type) present at axils of costa and main veins. Inflorescence in axillary, dichotomous, (4)-10-15-
flowered panicles. Calyx cupular, minutely 5-toothed; corolla dull red, pink or white, pubescent, 2-lipped, c.25-
35 mm long. Upper lip entire or bifid, lower deflexed, 3-lobed. Style slender, bifid, c.25 mm long. Drupe 20-26
mm diameter subglobose, bright red, pink or white.

Flowering: Fruiting:
May - October January - October
Threats:

Not Threatened. However, in some parts of Northland puriri "die-back" has been observed (the exact causes of
which are much debated). Puriri is at times heavily browsed by possums, to such an extent that trees can die.

*Attribution:
Factsheet prepare for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 9 February 2011. Description adapted from Allan (1961).
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