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Carex flaviformis

Common Name(s):

Yellow Sedge
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand: North (Cape Palliser), South, Stewart
and Chatham Islands. Also in Tasmania
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Caption: Wanaka, lake shore
Coastal to alpine (up to 1400 m a.s.l.). In the northern part of its Photographer: John Barkla
South Island range it is usually found well inland. However in the
North and Chatham Islands, and in parts of its range on Stewart
Island it is mostly found in permanently damp coastal and lowland
turfs often bordering slowly flowing streams and wetlands.

Habitat:

Features*:

Yellow-green to yellow, rather stiffly tufted sedge. Culms 50—300
X 1.0—1.5 mm, smooth, trigonous, lower half usually ensheathed by
leaves; basal bracts cream to dark grey, rarely reddish. Leaves
much > culms, 2—3 mm. wide, initially double-folded but maturing
almost flat, margins and keel scabrid towards the tip with small,
close-set teeth. Inflorescence of 3—8 yellow-green, sessile, densely
crowded spikes forming a head up to 30 mm long and up to 25 mm P o 1Y
diameter, occasionally all spikes androgynous, or terminal spike Caption: Ahuriri Valley
male, 10—20 mm X 1.5—2.0 mm, lateral spikes female or Photographer: John Barkla
androgynous, upper more often androgynous, lower more often

female, 6—15 x 6—8 mm.; bracts subtending inflorescence leaf-like,

often overtopping the foliage leaves. Glumes much < utricles, oblong-ovate, obtuse, membranous, white,
sometimes tinged with brown, the centre green, with white midrib not usually excurrent. Utricles 3.5—4.5 x c.
1.5 mm., inflated or subtrigonous, ovoid, rather bright yellow-green, spreading when mature, nerves well-
marked; beak 1.0—1.5 mm long, very narrow, green, papillose, shortly bifid with scabrid orifice or almost entire;
stipe minute or absent. Stigmas 3. Nut c.1.5 mm long, trigonous with thickened angles, especially near centre of
nut, obovoid, light yellow-brown.
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Flowering: Fruiting:

October - January December - June
Threats:

Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (10 August 2006). Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970)
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For more information, visit:
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