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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Carex geminata

Common Name(s):

Cutty grass, Rautahi

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. Found throughout the North, South and Stewart Islands.

Habitat:

Coastal to lower montane in freshwater wetlands, along river and
stream banks, lake margins, and in damp seepages, pond margins
and clearings within forest. Preferring fertile to mid-fertile
wetlands.

Features*:

Rhizomatous, robust bright-green to yellow-green sedge, 0.5-1.2
m tall. Culms 1-5-3.5(-5) mm diam., triangular in cross-section,
very sharply scabrid. Basal sheaths dull grey-brown or purple-
brown. Leaves numerous, > culms (2-)5-9(-11), wide, double-
folded, margins very scabrid. Spikes (10-)15-24, yellow-green,
grass-green, or dark-green mottled red or purple, all pedunculate,
pendulous, rather narrow, often twisted and "worm-like". Glumes
dark red-purple, (excluding awns) more less same length as
utricles, narrow-oblong, truncate or emarginate with a hispid awn
of variable length. Utricles (2-)2.3-2.9(-3.5) x 1.2-1.7(-2) mm,
biconvex, compressed at base, tapering evenly above, green-, red-
or yellow-brown, 3-5-nerved, margins glabrous, beak minute or
0.2 mm long.

Flowering: Fruiting:
(September-) October-November (- October -
December) March

Threats:

Not Threatened

*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (10 August 2006).
Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970)
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