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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Carex lambertiana

Common Name(s):

Forest sedge

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. New Zealand: North and South Islands. In the North

Island abundant from Te Paki to about the southern Waikato, Caption: Utricles. North Cape. Feb

otherwise uncommon. In the South Island known from Nelson, 2011.

Marlborough and northern Canterbury. Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe
Habitat:

Coastal to montane. Usually in relatively open but shaded sites
within tall forest or in riparian forest along riversides and on river
terraces. Sometimes establishes in parks within urban areas

Features*:

Tufts robust, leafy, 0.6—1.0 m tall. Culms 1—2 mm diameter,
trigonous, smooth; basal sheaths dark grey-brown or purple-black.
Leaves + = culms, 3—6 mm wide, double-folded, bright green or
yellow-green, margins finely scabrid. Spikes 5—8; terminal 1(-3)
spikes male; remaining spikes female, often male at the base, 15-
50 x 5-7 mm, cylindrical, uppermost spikes approximate and
sessile, lower spikes more distant, erect, on short, stiff peduncles.
Glumes (excluding awn) + = utricles, ovate, pinkish brown to
chestnut-brown, membranous, hyaline margins often very broad,
tip deeply emarginate, the light green or brown midrib produced to
a scabrid awn. Utricles 2.5—3.5 x c.1.5 mm, biconvex, obovoid,
turgid, usually dark brown to almost purple-black throughout with
distinct, paler brown nerves, shining; beak slightly < 1 mm long,
bifid, with very divergent crura, margins and orifice scabrid.
Stigmas 3. Nut c.1.5 mm long, trigonous, light to dark brown,
surface minutely pitted.

Flowering: Fruiting: Caption: North Cape. Feb 2011.
September - December Throughout the year Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe
Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (31 August 2006): Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970) -
see also de Lange et al. (2010).
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