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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Carex maorica

Common Name(s):

Maori Sedge

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. New Zealand: North and South Islands. In the North
Island uncommon in the east from East Cape to the Wairarapa
otherwise widespread. In the South Island apparently absent from Py
Southland and Fiordland PTI —y
Caption: Lake Westmere,

Habitat: Whanganui. Feb 2013.
Photographer: Colin Ogle

Coastal to lowland in freshwater wetlands, under willow in gully
systems, along river and stream banks, lake margins, and in damp
seepages, pond margins and clearings within forest. Preferring
fertile to mid-fertile wetlands.

Features*:

Light green to yellow-green tufted sedge. Culms 150.0-700.0 x
1.0—2.5 mm., trigonous, smooth or faintly scabrid below
inflorescence; basal sheaths light to dark grey, often red-tinged.
Leaves > culms, to 1 m long, 2-7 mm wide, double-folded, cross-
veinlets + prominent, keel and margins minutely scabrid.
Inflorescence of 2-5 close-set, sessile, usually erect, occasionally
spreading spikes, or the lowest 1-2 rather distant and shortly
pedunculate; terminal spike male; remaining spikes female, usually
> and overtopping male spike, 20—60 x 7—12 mm, crowded at
same level round base of male spike. Glumes usually much <
utricles, 1-2 mm long, narrowly ovate-lanceolate, margin of upper
part fimbriate or lacerate, hyaline with a green midrib produced to
a scabrid awn 1-3 mm long, up to 6 mm long in lowermost glumes.
Utricles 4.0-5.5(-6.0) x 1.0—1.5 mm., plano-convex or biconvex,
turgid, ovate or lanceolate, spreading when ripe, shining light green
to light brown with numerous distinct white nerves, very slightly

tapered above to a beak 1.5—2.0 mm long, with bifid, glabrous Caption: Lake Westmere,
orifice, crura c. 1/3 length of entire beak; stipe narrow, c.0.5 mm Whanganui. Feb 2013.
long. Stigmas 3. Nut c. 1.5 mm. long, triquetrous, ellipsoid, cream Photographer: Colin Ogle
or light brown

Flowering: Fruiting:
October - December November - May

Threats:
Not Threatened

*Attribution:

Fact sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (12 August 2006). Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970).
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1414
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