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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Carex virgata

Common Name(s):

swamp sedge, pukio, toitoi, toetoe

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand: North, South, Stewart and Chatham
Islands.

Habitat:

Widespread from sea level to about 1000 m a.s.l. in open, swampy
conditions and also in damp sites within lowland forest. In parts of
the country this sedge is often the dominant carice of lowland
alluvial forest.

Features*:

Rhizomatous, densely clumped to tussock-forming sedge. Rhizome
5 mm. diameter. Culms 150—900 mm. X ¢.1.5 mm, trigonous,
grooved, harshly scabrid; basal sheaths shining, grey-brown to
dark brown, sometimes black. Lvs much > culms, 0.5—1.2 m tall,
1.5—4.5 mm wide, channelled, light green, harsh and rigid, keel and
margins strongly scabrid. Inflorescence a narrow 100—260 mm
long panicle with stiff erect branchlets, the lower-most quite
distant. Spikes, androgynous, 4—6 mm. long, sessile, grey- or
yellow-brown, male flowers terminal, lower spikes on each
branchlet subtended by a pale membranous bract with a long
scabrid awn often > spike. Glume + = or slightly < utricles,
membranous, ovate, acute, dull brown, with a prominent pale
midrib, this often scabrid in lowermost glumes. Utricles 2.0—2.5 x
¢.1.0 mm, plano-convex, ovoid, light grey with distinct brown
nerves; tapering to a brown beak c.0.5 mm long with a bifid orifice
and conspicuously denticulate margins; abruptly contracted to a
narrow stipe ¢.0.2 mm. long. Stigmas 2. Nut slightly > 1 mm. long,
biconvex, ovoid, dark brown.

Flowering: Fruiting:

October - December December - May

Threats:
Not Threatened

*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (10 August 2006).
Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970)
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1426
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