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Common Name(s):

Tawa

Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:

Endemic. Common throughout the North Island. In the South

Island common from Cape Farewell east through the Marlborough Caption: Flowers ex Hakarimata
Sounds. Extending south of their only in the east where it almost Range.

reaches Kaikoura (the southern limit is just north of the main Photographer: John Braggins
town).

Habitat:

Major canopy dominant in the lowland and lower montane forests
of the North Island and northern South island. May form pure
stands but usually occurs in close association with podocarps such
as rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum).

Features*:

Evergreen tree up to 35 m tall. Trunk straight, 1.2-2 m diam., with
buttressed base. Bark smooth, dark brown. Branches erect to
spreading, slender to moderately robust. Young branchlets, leaves
and inflorescences finely pubescent, hairs simple, pale golden.
Foliage opposite to sub-opposite, simple, somewhat leathery when
mature. Petioles (6-)8(-12) mm. Leaves (30-)40-80(-95) x (8-)
11-16(-40) mm, narrowly to broadly lanceolate sometimes elliptic,
yellow-green to green, glabrous when mature, undersides
glaucous. margins entire, and undulate, apex acute to acuminate.
Inflorescences, an erect, axillary panicle up to 100 mm long.
Flowers sexually perfect, 2-4 mm diam, pale green, perianth cleft
into 6 segments, ovate-oblong, stamens 12. Fruit a pendulous,
ellipsoid to ovoid drupe (20-)30(-38) x (9-)12(-18) mm, 1-seeded,
pericarp fleshy, dark purple-black when ripe, glaucous or shiny.

Flowering: Fruiting: . - —
Caption: Flowers of Beilschmiedia
(October-) January (- (December-) January (- tawa
May) March) Photographer: Wayne Bennett
Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 12 February 2004. Description adapted from Allan (1961) and
Wright (1984).
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