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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Carex coriacea

Common Name(s):

cutty grass, rautahi

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. New Zealand: North, South and Stewart Islands from
Pureora and the Kaingaroa Plain south. In the South Island
widespread though more common on the eastern side.

Habitat:

Coastal to alpine (up to 1600 m a s.1.). Usually in damp seepages in
grassland or on swampy river flats, sometimes a persistent weed in
pasture.

Features*:

Rhizomatous; summer-green perennial, in coarse yellow-green,
glossy, distant tufts, 0.2-1.2 m high, borne on a hard, woody
rhizome 5-12 mm diameter. Culms 1.5-3.0 mm diameter,
trigonous, scabrid below inflorescence; basal sheaths membranous,
grey-brown, yellow-brown or dull red-brown, margins shredding
into fibres wrapped round the culm. Leaves much > culms, 4-9 Ruapehu

mm wide, double-folded, stiff, coriaceous, hard, glossy, margins Photographer: John Smith-
closely scabrid. Spikes 8-15, pendulous on filiform peduncles Dodsworth

usually much > spike; 2-6 uppermost spikes male, 2-3 mm
diameter, glumes hardly awned; remaining spikes female,
occasionally male at the top, geminate or ternate, rarely quinate,
lower spikes the longest, 20-100 x ¢.5 mm. Glumes (excluding
awn) < utricles, narrow-ovate or obovate, with a short hispid awn,
coriaceous, red-brown, margins narrow-hyaline; midrib broad, 3-
nerved, light brown. Utricle 1.9-3.3 x 1.2-2.0 mm, unequally
biconvex, orbicular or broadly ovoid, yellow-green or light grey-
brown, green towards the tip, faintly nerved but with prominent
lateral ridges, margins smooth, gradually narrowed to a short beak
¢.0.3 mm long, orifice entire; stipe c.0.5 mm long. Stigmas 2. Nut
slightly < 1.5 mm long, c.34 length of utricle, biconvex, orbicular or

Caption: Silica sprngs track,
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oblong-ovoid, dark brown to black. Caption: Silica springs track,
A e Ruapehu

Flowering: Fruiting: Photographer: John Smith-
October - December December - May Dodsworth

Threats:
Not Threatened

*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (10 August 2006). Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970)
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