NZ PLANT CONSERVATION NETWORK

Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Austroderia richardii

Common Name(s):

Toetoe
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. Confined to the South Island. Possibly in the North
Island, east of Cape Palliser. Naturalised in Tasmania.

Habitat: A 4 s :
Caption: Waituna Lagoon,
Abundant, from the coast to subalpine areas. Common along Southland
stream banks, river beds, around lake margins, and in other wet Photographer: Jesse Bythell

places. Also found in sand dunes, especially along the Foveaux
Strait.

Features*:

Tall, gracile, slender tussock-forming grass up to 3 m tall when
flowering. Leaf sheath glabrous, green, covered in white wax.
Ligule 3.5 mm. Collar brown, basally glabrous, upper surface with
short, stiff hairs surmounting ribs. Leaf blade 2-3 x 0.25 m, green,
dark-green, often somewhat glaucous, upper side with thick weft of
hairs at base, otherwise sparsely hairy up midrib with abundant,
minute prickle teeth throughout. Undersurface with leaf with 5

mm long hairs near leaf margins, otherwise harshly scabrid. Culm
up to 3 m, inflorescence portion up to 1 m tall, pennant-shaped,
drooping, narrowly plumose. Spikelets numerous, 25 mm with 3 Caption: Kakanui Mountains, Otago
florets per spikelet. Glumes equal, > or equal to florets, 1- or 3- Photographer: John Barkla

nerved. Lemma 10 mm, scabrid. Palea 6 mm, keels ciliate. Callus

hairs 2 mm. Rachilla 1 mm, glabrous. Flowers either perfect

(anthers 4.5 mm) or female (3 mm). Ovary 1 mm (perfect), stigma -styles 2.5 mm; female flowers with ovary
1.3 mm, stigma-style 4 mm. Seed 3-4 mm.

Flowering: Fruiting:
September - November October - March
Threats:

Abundant and not threatened. Often naturalising in suitable habitats.

*Attribution:

Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 1 October 2006. Description adapted from Edgar & Connor
(2000).
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For more information, visit:
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