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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Austroderia toetoe

Commmon Name(s):

Toetoe

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened
Distribution:

Endemic. Confined to the North Island where it grows from about
Carters Beach (western Waikato) south to Wellington. There are
reports of it from the Waitakere Ranges that require further
investigation. It has been planted and has sparingly naturalised on
Waiheke Island

Habitat:

Common in freshwater swamps and wet places from sea level to
lower montane habitats. Often growing in association with
flax/harakeke (Phormium tenax).

Features®:
Stout, tussock-forming grass up to 4 m tall when in flower. Leaf
sheath glabrous, ivory with green midrib, copiously covered in Caption: Ligule.
white wax. Lizule 4 mm. Collar dark brown, upper surface clothed Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe,
in short hairs. Leaf blade 2(-3) m x 3 em, straw-yellow, light- Wainuiomata River mouth. Dec
green, rarely dark-green, undersides long hairy toward margins, 2006,

upper surface with a thick weft of hairs at base, otherwise minutely
hairy through, and rather harsh due to numerous prickle-teeth.
Culm up to 4 m, inflorescence portion up to 1 m tall, stiff, erect,
densely plumose. Spikelets numerous, 25 mm with 2-3 florets per
spikelet. Glumes equal, 25 mm, > florets. Lemma 10 mm, 3-
nerved, scabrid. Palea 6.5 mm, keels ciliate. Callus hairs 1.5 mm.
Rachilla 0.5 mm. Flowers either perfect or female. Anthers of
perfect flowers 4.8 mm, in females 2.8 mm. Ovary of perfect
flowers 1 mm, stigma -styles 1.8 mm; female flowers with ovary
1.3 mm, stigma-style 3.5 mm. Seed 2.5-3 mm.

Flowering: Fruiting:
November - February October - March
Threats:

Abundant and not threatened. Often naturalising in suitable
habitats.

*Attribution:

Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 1 October 2003.

Description adapted from Edgar & Connor (2000). Caitions: oetoe
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