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Apodasmia similis

Common Name(s):
jointed wire rush, oioi
Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. Three Kings, North, South, Stewart and Chatham
Islands.

Habitat:

Mostly coastal in estuaries, saltmarshes, dunes and sandy flats and
hollows. Occasionally inland in gumland scrub, along lake margins,
fringing peat bogs or surrounding hot springs.

Features*:

Dioecious, rush-like perennial herb. Rhizomes 3-7 mm diameter,
covered in closely sheathing, imbricating, dark brown scales, 10-20
mm long, each enclosing a tuft of coarse brown hairs. Culms
numerous, 0.5-2.6 x 1.5-2.5(-3.0) mm, densely packed, erect,
sometimes with upper third decurved to more or less pendulous,
simple, terete, glaucous, grey-green, yellow-green or red-green.
leaves reduced to bract-like sheaths, these dark brown or maroon-
black, regularly spaced at 70-90 mm intervals at the base of the
culm, 10-60 mm apart higher up; margins entire. Male
inflorescences, paniculate or fascicled, bearing numerous stalked
spikelets; upper floral bracts ovate-lanceolate, mucronate, red-
brown to maroon, margins membranous; tepals 6-4 more or less
completely hyaline, the outer longer, brownish, the inner shorter,
paler; stamens 3; ovary rudimentary. Female inflorescences
fascicled, spikelets more or less sessile; upper floral bracts ovate,
mucronate, > tepals; tepals 6, the outer keeled, lanceolate,
acuminate, inner flat, smaller, more or less hyaline, more obtuse,
mucronate; styles 3, united to midway, bright red to orange-red;
staminodes 0. Fruit c.1x 0.5 mm, triquetrous, indehiscent. Seed c.1
X 0.4 mm, oblong-elliptical, golden-brown, surface reticulate, both
ends apiculate, one end dark brown, the other, almost white.

Caption: Apodasmia similis
Photographer: Bec Stanley

Flowering: Fruiting:
October - December December - March - —
Caption: Apodasmia similis
Threats: Photographer: Bec Stanley
Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Description adapted from Edgar and Moore (1970).
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