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Common Name(s):

Hookers spleenwort

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand North, South, Chatham and Stewart Caption: Sori, Otago Peninsula
islands. Scarce north of the Waikato. Present (but extremely Photographer: John Barkla
uncommon) in Tasmania and South Eastern Australia.

Habitat:

Coastal to alpine. Usually on shaded clay banks or rocky outcrops
in scrub and open forest, or on the ground in disturbed forest
remnants.

Features*: ‘1"

Rhizome short, erect, bearing numerous brown, ovate, acuminate "
scales up to 10 x 2 mm. Stipes 20-100 mm long, pale brown below, “{
green above, densely covered in small, subulate to narrowly ovate \
scales with filiform apices. Laminae lanceolate to rhombic, 40-250

x 10-150 mm, dark green, thin, normally bipinnate but often
pinnate when young and almost tripinnate in well-grown
specimens. Raches green, slender, and very scaly. Pinnae 5-15

pairs, very narrowly ovate to ovate, obtuse to acuminate, long-
stalked, 10-80 x 5-20 mm, basal pair pointing upwards when %
fresh. Pinnules stalked, 3-10 pairs, linear to suborbicular, crenate

to deeply incised (or almost pinnate), 3-12 x 3-10 mm, tending to
lie at 90° to plane of frond in well-grown specimens. Sori sub-
marginal on narrow pinnules, remote from margins on broad
segments, 1-3 mm long

Flowering: Fruiting:
Not applicable - spore Not applicable - spore
producing producing

Threats:
Not Threatened

*Attribution: Caption: Underside of frond, Otago
Peninsula
Photographer: John Barkla

Description adapted from Brownsey (1977)
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