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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Austroblechnum penna-marina

Common Name(s):

little hard fern, alpine hard fern

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand: North, South, Stewart, Chatham,
Antipodes, Auckland, Campebll Islands. Also Macaquarie Island,
Australia, South America and several other circum-Antarctic
islands.

Habitat:

Coastal to alpine (mostly montane to alpine in the northern part of
range, and scarce north of the Bay of Plenty and the Waikato) in
open forest, subalpine scrub, grassland, alpine herbfield, turf
(including coastal turf) and in moss field on the shaded sites of rock
outcrops.

Features*:

Rhizome creeping. Fronds dimorphic, 40—-120 x 6—12 mm. Stipe
15—200 mm long, dark red-brown at base, usually becoming
stramineous towards lamina; scales somewhat bullate, linear to
ovate, entire, red-brown. Lamina lanceolate, pinnate, with 4-34
pairs of pinnae; rachis and costae stramineous; scales mainly on
lower surface, small, sparse, acuminate, entire, brown to red-
brown; sterile pinnae oblong-obtuse or somewhat triangular, 3.5—
8.0 x 2.0—4.2 mm, adnate with broad bases, contiguous; margins
entire; basal pinnae shorter, rounder; fertile pinnae linear and
somewhat falcate, 3.6—6.8 x 1.0—2.5 mm.

BT v A
Caption: Rangaika, Chatham
Island. Jun 2013.
Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe

Flowering: Fruiting:
N.A. N.A.
Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange (19 September
2012). Description adapted from Chambers & Farrant (1998)
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