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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Carex echinata

Common Name(s):
star sedge

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand: North, South and South Islands from
about Te Moehau south. Apparently absent from Marlborough
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Habitat: - A ~ =
Caption: Lammermoor Range
Coastal to alpine (though mainly montane to alpine in northern 1000m
part of range). Common in wetlands such as bogs and mires or on Photographer: Rowan Hindmarsh-
stream banks and around tarn margins. Descending to sea level in Walls

the south-west of the South Island and on Stewart Island

Features*:

Loosely tufted from an ascending rhizome; tufts + flaccid. Culms
35.0-350.0 x ¢. 0.5 mm, subtrigonous, glabrous; basal sheaths
grey or light brown. Leaves usually < culms, 0.5—-1.5 mm wide,
channelled to flat, margins scabrid, tapering towards the subacute
tip. Inflorescence a compound spike 15-40 mm long, green or pale
brown, of 3-5 + distant spikes, utricles widely spreading when ripe
and individual spikes star-shaped; lowest spike usually subtended
by a filiform scabrid bract c.%/2 length of inflorescence. Spikes
androgynous, 3-7 mm long, male flowers at the base of each spike;
plants occasionally almost dioecious. Glumes c. V2 length of utricle,
membranous, light brown, with a pale cream or green well-marked
midrib and hyaline margins. Utricles 2.5-4.0 x c.1.5 mm, plano-
convex, usually distinctly nerved; contracted above to a narrow,
dark brown beak with green, slightly or distinctly scabrid margins
and slightly bifid orifice; puckered below to a rather indistinct stipe
c.2 mm long. Stigmas 2. Nut slightly < 2 mm long, + biconvex,
oblong-ovoid, pale brown.

Flowering: Fruiting: \
October - November - July (often present Caption: Lammermoor Range
December throughout the year) i’(;lotf)tl(l)lgrapher: Rowan Hindmarsh-

Threats: Walls
Not Threatened

*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (110 August 2006). Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970)
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpcen.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2081
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