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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Dodonaea viscosa

Common Name(s):

akeake

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand: Three Kings, North, South and Chatham
Islands. Widespread throughout the world (see Harrington &
Gadek 2009). Though long regarded as naturalised on the
Chatham Islands (de Lange et al. 2011), recent unpublished pollen
core data show this view is incorrect (J. Wilmshurst pers. comm.
2014).

Captin: Cormandel, November
Photographer: John Smith-
Dodsworth

Habitat:

Coastal to lowland forest, occupying a range of habitats from
dunefields and boulder beaches through coastal scrub to lowland
forest. Rarely forming a dominant tree in coastal forest and
especially on offshore islands

Features*:

Shrub or small tree 3-12 m. Bark reddish brown, flaking readily in
irregular shards, flakes often detaching in masses toward trunk
base; young branchlets flattened to triangular, glabrous. Young
growth and buds sticky (viscid). Leaves sessile or on petioles 8-12
mm. long; lamina membranous, subcoriaceous to coriaceous,
initially viscid, 40-150 x 10-35 mm, green, yellow-green, bronze
or red-purple; linear-lanceolate, lanceolate, elliptic to oblanceolate;
base narrowly attenuate to cuneate; apex obtuse, rarely
emarginate or subacute; margins entire or (very rarely) finely
denticulate. Inflorescences terminal, in panicles 30-80 mm long.
Flowers yellow-green to red-green; pedicellate, pedicels 10-40
mm long, viscid, minutely puberulent, hairs often deciduous. Male ;
flowers with 3-4, 1.3-3.0 mm long,lanceolate-ovate to oblong,

caducous sepals; stamens 6-10; filaments 0.1-0.6 mm long; | _ e o
anthers 1.2-2 mm long. Female flowers similar though sepals Caption: Coromandel, November

narrower; style bifid, prominently exserted. Capsule 2-4-winged, Photographer: John Smith-
15 x 15 mm broadly ellipsoid, initially cream to red tinged, Dodsworth

resinous, drying amber to pale brown, lustrous; wings 3-10 mm
wide, even,membranous, base cordate, apex emarginate, margins
undulate. Seeds 2.9-3.4 mm long, dark purple-black or black, elliptic-oblong to ovoid, compressed, biconvex.

Flowering: Fruiting:

August - November November - April
Threats:

Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 11 November 2014. Description adapted from Allan (1961)
and Webb & Simpson (2001), supplemented with observations made from fresh and dried material.
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