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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Aciphylla subflabellata

Common Name(s):

Spaniard

Current Threat Status (2012):

At Risk - Declining
Distribution:

Endemic. South Island in the east from south-eastern Marlborough
to Southland

Habitat:

Montane to subalpine (300-1400 m a.s.l.). Usually in dry sites on
alluvial terraces, gentle rolling slopes and colluvium, intermontane
basins amongst short or tall tussocks and on the margins of grey
scrub. Sometimes on or near rock outcrops or amongst boulders.

Features*:

Stout perennial forming stout rosettes. Stems up to 0.8 m long.
Leaves yellow-green to grey-green, narrowly subflabellate-
bipinnate. Sheaths membranous, up to 20 mm long, ligules 2, up to
10 mm long; stipules 20 mm long, irregularly bipinnate. Petioles 25
X 5 mm, concavo-convex with internodes up to 25 mm long.
Primary pinnae 3-4 pairs, these strongly serrulate-crenulate on
midrib and margins, sometimes pinnate again with leaflets up to
200 x 3 mm, narrowly acicular. Stems stout, deeply grooved up to
1m x 25 mm, including inflorescence 0.5-0.6 m long. Bracts
numerous, close-set; sheaths up to 70 x 10 mm; stipules erect,
simple to bifid, up to 150 x 1 mm; central leaflet up to 300 mm
long, at length strongly reflexed, margins serrulate. Umbels
exceeding the bract-sheaths especially in the male inflorescence.
Mericarps 5-12 mm long with 5 ribs, 3-4 of these winged.
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Flowering: Fruiting:
December - February February - May
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Widespread but generally never common. Possibly it is more Tl Glfm Crovemst:

threatened than believed because many of its lowland habitats are
extremely modified, weed infested and plants are browsed where
accessible by cattle, rabbits and hares. Current herbarium
evidence suggests that this species is still poorly known but that from available evidence it is naturally
uncommon over large parts of its stated range.

*Attribution:
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange (1 September 2004). Description based on Allan 91961).
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For more information, visit:
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