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Common Name(s):

leafless rush, wiwi

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened
Distribution:

Indigenous. Kermadec, North, South Islands. Present on Norfolk Island and Australia
Habitat:

Coastal to lower montane usually in damp pasture and swampy ground. Rarely within
shrubland and open forest. Often on poorly drained clay soils. This species which
flourishes in disturbed sites has probably increased its range following human
settlement

Features®:

Broad, blue-green to grey-green loosely packed cireular clumps, often with a few dead
or live stems in the centre; occasionally not clump forming and with few stems.
Rhizome 3-5 mm diameter, horizontal, just below soil surface (plants hard to pull out).
Flowering stems 0.6-1.2 m tall, 1.5-4.0 mm diameter, hard, distinctly ridged, not
shining, dull blue-green, glaucous to grey-green, pith interrupted, sometimes nearly
absent, very rarely continuous; leaves absent; basal bracts numerous, very loosely
sheathing chestnut-brown below grading through to straw-coloured in the uppermost
bracts. Inflorescence apparently lateral, many-flowered, usually much branched, with
flowers clustered at the ends of stout branchlet tips; sometimes condensed into a
globose head > 15 mm diameter, with 1 or more, smaller, lateral clusters. Flowers
2.2-3.0 mm long, tepals pale green, later becoming light brown. Stamens 3(-4), rarely
3(-6). Capsule 2.3-.3.0 mm long, equal or slightly > in length than tepals, ovoid to
obowvoid, obtuse, almost retuse at apex, pale greenish brown.

Flowering: Fruiting:
September - December November - May
Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange (1 September 2006). Description
based on Moore & Edgar (1970).
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Mucilaginous seeds are dispersed by attachment, wind and water (Thorsen et al., 20049).

For more information, visit:
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