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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Anemanthele lessoniana

Common Name(s):

Gossamer grass

Current Threat Status (2012):

Threatened - Nationally Vulnerable

Distribution:

Endemic. North Island, North Auckland, Waikato and southern
third of the island. South Island from Nelson and Marlborough
south, mainly in the east. Also occurs as a cultivation escape in
some places, e.g., Auckland City.

Habitat:

Sea level to montane forest, forest margins, scrub and on cliff faces
and associated talus.

Features:

Erect, tufted, shortly rhizomatous perennial, bearing densely leafy
culms surmounted by delicate, nodding panicles. Leaf-sheath to
150 mm, outer margin ciliate. Ligule 1.5 mm, asymmetrical, entire
to fimbriate. Leaf-blade 450 x 6 mm, stiff, involute or flat, upper
surface shining, apex acute,, undersides smooth, dull, margins
scabrid. Culm to 750 mm, simple, erect to nodding, internodes
smooth, occasionally scabrid below panicle. Panicle 600 mm;
purplish-red or green, branches capillary, spreading, whorled;
rachis slender, smooth to scaberulous, branches and pedicels
scaberulous. Spikelets laterally subcompressed, pale green to
purplish. Glumes subequal, 2.5-3.5 mm, hyaline, acute to
acuminate, keel scabrid; lower linear-lanceolate, 1-nerved, upper
elliptic-lanceolate, 1-3-nerved. Flowers perfect. Lemma 2 mm, 3-
nerved, elliptic-oblong, awn to 8 mm, scabrid, curved, caducous.
Callus minute, rounded, ringed by very minute hairs. Anther 1,
0.8-1.4 mm, apically thickened.

Flowering: Fruiting: i (ki Sl et s
Photographer: Mike Thorsen
(October-) January (- (November-) February (-
March) May)
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For more information, visit:
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