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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Potamogeton cheesemanii

Common Name(s):

red pondweed
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand: North, South, Stewart and Chatham
Islands. Also Australia.
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Caption: Potamogeton cheesemanii
Coastal to montane - but mostly found in coastal and lowland Photographer: Lisa Forester

areas. A common plant of ponds, lake margins and slowly flowing
streams. Also colonising roadside ditches. rarely found in muddy
hollows within forest.

Features*:

Aquatic, submerged or floating, rhizomatous sparsely branched
perennial herb. Rhizomes rooting at nodes and producing mostly
simple leafy branches; these ultimately water surface. Stipules
membranous, free, open. Leaves dimorphic. Submersed leaves e

usually rather distant, usually shortly petiolate; lamina ¢. 40—-100 B & :

x 5—15 mm, narrowly elliptic, entire, subacute, delicate, + e el
translucent, longitudinal nerves c. 5—11, irregularly joined by cross \ 2 DA &
veins. Floating leaves often long-petiolate; lamina 20—40 x 10—25 / / i
mm, broad oblong-oval, entire, usually quite obtuse, firm and Caption: Potamogeton cheesemanii
opaque, longitudinal nerves 10—15, laterals emerging from petiole Photographer: John Barkla
rather than from midrib. Inflorescence a densely flowered spike,

10-25 mm long. Peduncles in axils of floating leaves, stout, erect,

usually projecting above surface of water at flower, submersed in fruit. Achene c.2.5 x 1.5 mm, green, green-
brown or brown, moderately flattened with rather strongly 3-ridged keel and short straight beak.

Flowering: Fruiting:

November - March December - March
Threats:

Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange (16 February 2012). Description adapted from Moore &
Edgar (1970)
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2225
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