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Urtica sykesii

Common Name(s):

native nettle, bush nettle

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous. Australia and New Zealand. In New Zealand
widespread in the North and South Islands though scarce north of
Auckland. Seemingly confined to Victoria in Eastern Australia.
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Features*: Caption: Greenstone Valley
Photographer: John Barkla
Erect, perennial, rhizomatous herb 0.15—0.60 m with elongating
rhizomes, aerial stems usually unbranched. Stem indumentum of
very few stinging hairs with pluricellular base c. 0.2—0.5 mm
overall and erect setae 1.3—2.2 mm long and very few simple
trichomes 0.2—0.3 mm long. Leaf lamina 20—60 x 20—50 mm
triangular to triangular-ovate; surface very sparsely pubescent
with short simple trichomes 0.2—0.5 mm long and very few
stinging hairs (abaxially only on the veins), adaxially with
punctiform cystoliths; leaf base truncate to subcordate; margins
regularly dentate with 9—10(—12) teeth on each side; leaf apex
acute to acuminate; lamina light greenish; stipules free (4 per
node) 2—10 mm long; petioles 30—70 mm long. Plants monoecious;
lowest inflorescences pure male, upper ones pure female.
Staminate flowers with tepals c. 1.2—1.8 mm long. Pistillate flowers
with short tepals 0.5—0.7 mm long and long tepals 0.9—-1.1 mm
long, sparsely pubescent, esetulose. Inflorescence 10—20 mm.
Mature fruit with longer tepals 1.3—1.5 mm long, achenes
subcircular in outline, rounded at base and at the tip, laterally
flattened, c. 1.2—-1.5 x 0.8—1 mm.

Caption: Lake Waikaremoana
Photographer: John Sawyer

Flowering: Fruiting:

Throughout the year Throughout the year
Threats:

Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange (14 February 2016). Description based on Grosse-Veldmann et al.
(2016).
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2282
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