NZ PLANT CONSERVATION NETWORK

Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Anthosachne solandri

Common Name(s):

native wheatgrass, blue wheatgrass

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic to New Zealand. North and South Islands. Uncommon
north of the Waikato.

Habitat:

Coastal to alpine (1 to 1500 m), often on rocky ground such as talus
slopes, cliff faces and scree, but also a component of tussock
grassland.

Features*:

Glaucous to green grass forming loose to open, somewhat floppy
tufts. Leaf-sheath 50 mm, keeled, pubescent, hairy or glabrous.
Ligule 0.5 mm, truncate. Leaf-blade 210 x 2-4 mm, glaucous or
green, flat, folded or inrolling, under side ribbed, upper surface
short hairy or with prickle-teeth on ribs, margin involute, glabrous
or faintly toothed. Culm 0.4-1 m, spreading, erect, suberect or
drooping. Inflorescence 80-200 mm, of 3-15 spikelets. Spikelets
25-80 mm, of 4-10 florets. Glumes unequal, keeled, sometimes
produced to a point or awned, lower 3-11 mm, 3-nerved, upper 5-
12 mm, 3-5-nerved. Lemma with central nerve prominent, this
extending into a recurved awn 35-75 mm long. Palea 9-12 mm,
apex pointed, bifid. Rachilla 1.5-3 mm, covered with short, stiff,
hairs. Callus 0.75 mm, hairs just reaching lemma. Anthers 3-5 mm.

Flowering: Fruiting:

September-Feburary October -May
Threats:

Not Threatened

*Attribution:
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Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange June 2005. Features description adapted from Edgar &

Connor (2000).
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