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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Cardamine subcarnosa

Common Name(s):

Campbell Island bitter cress

Current Threat Status (2012):

At Risk - Naturally Uncommon

Distribution:

Endemic. Campbell Island

Habitat:

Inhabiting damp places on scree, peat, grassland, and rock
crevices. Said to be most common in herbfields, tall
Marsippospermum rushlands, and fellfields of the summit tundra
zone

Captlon Mt Lyell | CampbellIsland
Features*: Photographer: Phil Garnock-Jones

Perennial herb, caespitose, forming an open rosette. Leaves

pinnate, up to 100(—140) mm long, green, subcoriaceous, lamina

and petiole margins sparsely ciliate, glabrate, or occasionally glabrous; petiole 20-60 mm long, 1.5-6.0 mm
wide, winged and sheathing at base. Leaflets 5—7, usually in pairs although proximal leaflets occ. alternate,
usually not overlappmg except occasionally the uppermost pair and the terminal, hydathodes inconspicuous to
prominent, margin entire, apex obtuse to rounded, base cuneate, obtuse or + truncate; terminal leaflet lamina
5—25 x 5—20 mm, orbicular to broadly elliptic, with inconspicuous lateral lobes or shallowly toothed; lateral
leaflet lamina 3—22 x 2.5—12 mm, broadly elliptic, elliptic to obovate, shallowly toothed or entire; petiolules up
to 10 mm long, although sometimes + absent. Cauline leaves subtending pedicels, although sometimes absent
on upper pedicels; lower leaves similar to rosette leaves, but with fewer and narrower leaflets, becoming
smaller in all parts; upper leaves 1.7-6.5 x 0.3—0.9 mm, increasingly linear, simple. Inflorescence 50-150(—
300) mm long, 1.2—1.6 mm diam. at base, glabrous, usually elongating after flowering, upright to ascending,
racemose, flowers distant in upper half. Pedicels 2.0—12 mm long, 0.5—0.8 mm diam, erecto-patent to
spreading. Sepals 1.3—2.4 x 0.5—1.2 mm, oblong to elliptic, glabrous, green or purple, margin white and
membranous, apex obtuse to rounded, base truncate. Petals 2.2—4.7 x 0.6—1.3 mm, white, pink or purple,
usually purple veined, limb obovate; apex obtuse to rounded; base cuneate to attenuate, tapering to a +
indistinct claw, claw up to 0.5 mm long. Filaments 6, 1.5—2.5 mm long; anthers 0.3—0.4 mm long. Ovary 3.2—
3.5 mm long, 0.5—0.7 mm diam., terete, glabrous; stigma 0.3—0.5 mm diam. Siliques 9—20 x 0.9—1.3 mm, not
crowded, erecto-patent to spreading, beak 1.0-1.4 mm long; replum 0.3—0.4 mm wide; septum with a weak
central vein or vein absent. Seeds 0.8—1.4 mm long, 0.5—0.9 mm wide, 0.3—0.5 mm thick, rounded or oblong,
red-brown.

Flowering: Fruiting:
November — December December - February
Threats:

Rated as Naturally Uncommon because this species is naturally confined to a restricted geographic area of
<1000 km?2

*Attribution:
Description from Heenan (2008)
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