R
2_‘{*’-? NZ PLANT CONSERVATION NETWORK

) Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Alnus glutinosa

Common Name(s):

common alder

Current Threat Status (2009):
Exotic

Distribution:

Widespread, especially common in the Waikato and Wairarapa,
where it can be a problem weed.
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Caption: Yung 'cones'.
Whanganui. Aug 2011.
Photographer: Colin Ogle

Habitat:

Riparian areas along rivers and lakes.

Features*:

Tree to ¢. 15m high (to ¢. 20m in cultivation). Bark dark brown,
strongly fissured. Young shoots glabrous but glandular-viscid.
Winter buds shortstalked, purplish. Petiole 7-15 mm long, often
purplish. Lamina 4-10 x 2.5-10cm (to 14 X 13cm on vigorous
vegetative shoots), broadly oblong to obovate, plicate in bud, hairy
on veins beneath at first, soon glabrous except for tufts axillary
hairs, serrulate to coarsely serrate, lobulate on basal vegetative
shoots; veins in 6-7 pairs, prominently raised beneath; base
usually cuneate; apex rounded to retuse. Buds stipitate, not
enclosing female catkins in winter. Male catkins 3-8 together
behind shoot apices, 2.5-7cm long (to 12 cm in cultivation),
cylindric, opening in spring before lvs; peduncles to c. 5 cm long;
bracts peltate, purplish; anthers yellow. Female catkins 3-7
together behind shoot apices, c. 5mm long, glandular. Cone (1)-1.3-
1.7-(2) cm long, ellipsoid; scales becoming horizontal after
dehiscence and persistent on tree. Nutlet c. 3mm long, broadly
ovoid; wing narrower than nut.

Flowering: Fruiting:
Late winter to spring Summer
*Attribution:
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For more information, visit:
http://nzpen.org.nz/flora_ details.asp?ID=2491
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