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Veronica annulata

Common Name(s):

Hebe

Current Threat Status (2012):

At Risk - Naturally Uncommon

Distribution:

Endemic. Eastern South Island where known from Otago and
Southland. Sparingly recorded from the Remarkables, Hector,

Criffel Ranges and the Takitimu Mountains, also known by one old Caption: Wye Valley
hsitoric gathering from near Kurow. Photographer: Peter de Lange
Habitat:

Upper montane to subalpine. A species of open, sparsely vegetated
shrubland where it is usually found at the toe of steep slopes, often
in and around boulders.

Features*:

Low, spreading shrub up to 0.5 x 1 m. Branches whip-like, at first
erect or ascending, becoming spreading at maturity; internodes
0.5-2.2 mm; branchlets, including leaves 1.8-2.9 mm wide; fused
leaf bases finely hairy; nodal joint obscure, exposed or hidden; gaahie o
lgaves long—persmtent,' not readily abscising. Leaves fused, sctale— Caption: Hebe annulata, Wye
like, appressed, not thickened near apex; apex obtuse, sometimes Valley

finely mucronate; margin conspicuously fine-ciliate; exposed .
surface (the leaf undersides) green to yellowish-green, veins not
evident. Inflorescence 25-70 mm long, terminal, unbranched,
bearing 4-10 flowers. Bracts opposite and decussate, fused, semi-
circular, obtuse. Flowers white, sessile. Calyx 1.5-2.2 mm, 3-lobed, that is with anterior lobes fused to apex
(forming one large lobe which may split longitudinally); lobes broadly oblong, obtuse or slightly emarginate.
Corolla tube 1.5-1.7 x 1.2 mm, funnelform, shorter than or equaling calyx, inner portion hairy; lobes white at
anthesis, broadly oblong, elliptic to obovate, obtuse, erect or recurved, longer then corolla tube. Stamen
filaments 2.6-3.5 mm; anthers 1-1.2 mm, pink or purple. Ovary 0.6-0.8 mm, globose, apex didymous; style
2.5-4.2. Capsules 1.8-2.7 x 1.5-1.9 mm, pale brown, obtuse. Seeds 0.9-1.3 x 0.5-0.8 mm, weakly flattened, pale
brown, obovoid or narrow and irregular, more or less smooth.

Photographer: Peter de Lange

Flowering: Fruiting:
October - January December - March
Threats:

Aside form Kurow (where the species has not been seen for well over 100 years) there is no evidence of any
decline. Hebe annulata just seems to be a naturally, extremely uncommon, plant which in the wild is known
from only a few widely scattered locations, and from very few mature individuals.

*Attribution:
Fact Sheet Prepared by P.J. de Lange (1 November 2009). Description based on Bayly & Kellow (2006)
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For more information, visit:
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