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Pisonia brunoniana

Common Name(s):

Parapara

Current Threat Status (2012):

At Risk - Relict

Distribution:

Indigenous. Kermadecs (Raoul), Three Kings, North Island (mainly
offshore islands) but known on the mainland in scattered locations
from the Whangape Harbour to Mangawhai. Historical records
show it was around Auckland, on the Coromandel Peninsula and at
East Cape.

Habitat:

Coastal forest. Now mainly found on rodent-free offshore islands
where it can be a very important component of the understorey of
mixed-broadleaf forest.

Features: didh

Caption: Pisonia brunoniana in
heavy fruit
Photographer: Peter de Lange

Spreading, usually multi-trunked and freely coppicing tree rarely
exceeding 8 x 2 m in height. Main trunk up to 800 mm dbh, clad in
firm, grey-brown to green-brown bark, usually with numerous
dormant epicormic buds present. Branches at first erect, then
spreading, rather brittle. Leaves opposite or in whorls. Petioles up
to 40 mm, stout, fleshy, red-green to green; lamina 100-600 x 50-
200 mm, green, yellow-green, or dark-green suffused with red
(new growth often pink), glabrous, oblong to obovate-oblong,
obtuse, margins entire, sinuate, sometimes lobed. Inflorescence a
many-flowered, terminal, paniculate cyme with subtending,
deciduous, leaf-like bracts. Pedicels finely covered in red-brown
pubescence, stout, fleshy up to 20 mm long. Flowers usually
monoecious, up to 10 mm long, calyx funnelform, 5-lobed, usually
plicately folded, perianth greenish-white to white, pubescent to
glabrescent. Stamens 6-8, anthers scarcely exserted. Fruit a 5-
ribbed, hardened, narrowly elliptic to elliptic perianth 25-40 mm
long; ribs exuding an extremely viscid exudates. Achene usually
narrowly oblong to oblong-elliptic usually 5-angled, 16-20 mm
long, dark red-brown to brown.

Flowering: Fruiting:
August - December August - July

Threats: h 7
Within the mainland part of its range, Parapara is virtually extinct. pt;n: Pisonia brunoniana
Its large leaves are especially palatable to browsing animals such Photographer: Peter de Lange

as possums, goats and other feral livestock. However the main

threat to accessible mainland populations is the irresponsible

behaviour of ignorant people who have cut down trees because of

their ability to trap small passerines. On rodent-free offshore islands it is common but has declined on those
supporting these vermin. As more northerly islands are being made rodent-free parapara is making a
spectacular come back.

For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=299
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