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Cenchrus macrourus

Common Name(s):

African feather grass
Current Threat Status (2009):
Exotic

Habitat:

Terrestrial. A plant that likes damp situations such as swamps and
the borders of streams, but can also tolerate drought and establish

on dry shady banks. A plant that prefers light sandy soil. In New R . o -,
Zealand this plant has shown no preference for soil types or Caption: Cenchrus macrourus
locality. A plant that grows in pastures, roadsides, urban areas, Photographer: ARC

wasteland and roadsides, swamps and streambanks. The plant has
been found growing in grazing land, cemeteries and private
sections and amenity areas.

Features:

Perennial, clump-forming grass to 2 m. Deep fibrous roots.
Rhizomes 7 mm diam, up to 2 m long, form new aerial shoots and
roots. Leaves light green, strongly ribbed, darker green
underneath, 13 mm x 1.2 m, tough and harsh. Stems erect, round,
up to 2 m tall, purplish-white; with many fine hairs which break off
when touched, causing skin irritations. Flowerhead narrow,
cylindrical, spike-like, 10-30 cm long, 10-20 mm diam; containing
many seeds, each with 10 mm bristles.

For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=3038

Caption: Cenchrus acrourus; spike
Photographer: ARC
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