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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Solanum aviculare var. latifolium

Common Name(s):

poroporo

Current Threat Status (2012):

At Risk - Naturally Uncommon

Distribution:

Endemic. Three Kings Islands and some islands of the outer
Hauraki Gulf south to the Coromandel Peninsula and surrounding

islands. Exact distribution in the Hauraki Gulf not clear due to Caption: Hapuka/Crater Hea,

confusion of sterile plants with broad and simple leaved forms of S. Great Island

laciniatum Aiton. Photographer: Peter de Lange
Habitat:

Coastal. Usually in shaded sites within coastal forest often in and
around sea bird nesting grounds (especially petrel burrows) or
along forest/petrel scrub margins.

Features*:

Small, softly woody shrub up to 2 x 2 m. Branches sparse to many,
suberect to spreading, initially dark green, purple-green to
reddish-brown, maturing with fine grey, chartaceous bark. Leaves
alternate with decurrent, fleshy petioles up to 30 mm long; lamina
fleshy-membranous to almost coriaceous, 150-800 x 30-60(-80)
mm, dark green, purple-green or rarely yellow-green, broadly
lanceolate, })roadly el}iptic, broad ovate to broadly rhomboid, Photographer: Peter de Lange, Dec
usually entire, sometimes sinuate, often deeply 1-2-3- lobed or 1995, Hapuka/Crater Head, Great
sparingly and irregularly pinnatifid (often on one side of lamina I slan’d ’

only); lobes/pinnae broadly lanceolate. Flowers axillary in 1-3 few

to many-flowered cymes. Calyx lobes short, broad, spreading.

Corolla broadly campanulate to rotate, up to 40 mm diameter;

tube up to 10 mm long, funnelform, widely flaring at mouth, lobes 10-15 mm, lanceolate; white, lavender, dark
blue or white striped with blue/lavender, in all cases usually fading to white after anthesis. Filaments up to 5
mm long. Anthers 5-6 mm long, oblong, spreading, yellow, opening by apical slits. Berry broadly oval, 20-25
mm long, drooping, at firsty dark green maturing yellow, rather fleshy. Seeds 1.3-2 mm long, dull to semi-
glossy, orange-brown, purple-brown or dark purple brown, obovate to cricular or transversely elliptic, often
asymmetric, compressed.

Caption: Solanum aviculare var.
latifolium shrub

Flowering: Fruiting:
Throughout the year Throughout the year
Threats:

Not threatened. A widespread but biologically sparse plant which reaches its greatest abundance on the Three
Kings Islands (its type locality).

*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared for the NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 12 May 2006. Description by P.J. de Lange with some
elements based on Allan (1961) and Webb et al. (1988).
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