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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Common Name(s):

South American rush

Current Threat Status (2009):

Exotic

Distribution:

Common throughout the North Island and northern South Island,
usually lowland.

Habitat:

Aquatic: Emergent.

Features*:

Loosely or densely tufted perennial, bronze or occasionally red-
purple at base. Stems 15-90 c¢m high, without internal transverse
septa below inflorescence. Leaves terete or + compressed,
transversely-septate with septa usually evident externally.
Inflorescence 6-24 ¢cm long, very variable, open, much-branched,
with 3-8-flowered clusters at ends of branches. Tepals 3-3.5 mm
long, all + equal, broad, acute. Stamens 6. Capsule 2.5-3.5 mm
long, < to + = tepals, broad, depressed at top, minutely mucronate,
reddish-brown.

Caption: Juncus microcephalus
Photographer: John Smith-

Flowering: Fruiting: Dodsworth
Spring to early summer Summer to autumn
*Attribution:

Factsheet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra
(NIWA). Features description from Healy and Edgar (1980).
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