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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Juncus squarrosus

Common Name(s):
heath rush

Current Threat Status (2009):
Exotic

Distribution:

Scattered but local abundant from Wairarapa and South Island
from Marlborough to Otago and also Stewart Island.

Habitat:

Peaty and other low nutrient (acid) sites.

Features*:

Perennial, very dense coarse tufts (15) -25-35 c¢cm high; roots
thick, spreading. Stems stout, stiffly erect. Leaves many, usually all
basal, c. ¥/2 length of stems, wiry, very stiff, channelled, abruptly
reflexed from just above very wide sheath. Inflorescence 2-8-(12)
cm long, strict, with few unequal branches. Flowers in clusters of 2-
3-(6) at ends of branches. Tepals 5-6 mm long, + equal, dark ,
chestnut-brown even in young flowers, tips subulate to acute. Caption: Rock and Pillar Range
Stamens 6, Capsule c. 5 mm long, slightly < tepals, obovate, very Photographer: John Barkla
shortly mucronate, yellow-brown to dark chestnut-brown.

Flowering: Fruiting:
Spring to early summer Summer to autumn

*Attribution:

Facthseet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra
(NIWA). Featured description from Healy and Edgar (1980).
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