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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Lagarosiphon major

Common Name(s):

Lagarosiphon

Current Threat Status (2009):

Exotic

Distribution:

Widely naturalised in North Island and lowland northern and
eastern South island, rare in Westland and upland South Island.

Habitat:

Moderately fast flowing to still water bodies. Waters of low fertility,
clear streams and lakes.

Features*:

Vigorous submerged bottom rooting aquatic perennial reaching
depths of 6.5m. Stems slender, brittle and much branched. Leaves
are dark green, alternate and crowded and overlapping toward the
apex of the stem. They are also stiff and curved downwards, are
gradually tapered towards the tip, usually 6 to 20 mm long, and
have minute marginal serrations. Flowers are tiny 0.25 mm in
diameter and up to 6 mm long, pinkish and occur threadlike from

Ce{ption: Lagar051pho major

the axils of upper leaves. Only female plants have been collected in Photographer: ARC
New Zealand.

Flowering: Fruiting:
January-March No seed production known in NZ

*Attribution:

Factsheet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra
(NIWA).
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