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Ligustrum sinense

Common Name(s):

Chinese privet

Current Threat Status (2009):

Exotic

Habitat:

Terrestrial. A plant of coastal and lowland habitats (Timmins &
MacKenzie 1995). The plant occurs in sites of low-high fertility
(Timmins & MacKenzie 1995). A plant of scrub and forest margin,
roadsides, fencelines, open forest communities (Timmins &
MacKenzie 1995). Communities in which the plant occurs are
alluvial forest remnants, wasteplaces, shrublands, open stream
systems and coastal areas (Department of Conservation 1996).

Caption: Ligustrum sinense
Photographer: John Smith-
Dodsworth

Features:

Shrub or small tree to approx. 5m high, evergreen, or semi-
deciduous in cold districts. Shoots densely hairy. Petioles to 5mm
long, hairy. Lamina 2.5~6 x 1.25~2.5¢cm, elliptic or elliptic-oblong,
dull green above, hairy on midrib beneath and usu. above in lower
part, ciliolate when young; base broad-cuneate; apex usu. obtuse.
Panicles to around 10cm long, rather loose; branches densely
hairy, somewhat flattened, generally angular; pedicels short.
Bracts and bracteoles linear to oblong, caducous. Flowers very
fragrant. Calyx 1~2mm long, glabrous or nearly so; lobes very
shallow. Corolla white; tube 1.5~2mm long, slightly > calyx; lobes
about 3mm long, elliptic-ovate, spreading, subacute. Stamens = or
slightly < corolla lobes; anthers pinkish-mauve or purple. Style
exserted. Fruit 4~6mm diam., globose or subglobose, dull- or
purplish-black. Seed 3~4mm long, oblong, shallowly grooved. (-
Webb et. al., 1988)

Caption: Ligustrum sinense
Photographer: Richard Hursthouse

Flowering:

July, August, September, October, November, December, January, February, March

For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=3420
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