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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Aciphylla lecomtei

Common Name(s):

le Comtes Spainard
Current Threat Status (2012):
At Risk - Naturally Uncommon
Distribution:

Endemic. South Island, confined to the Remarkables, Hector and
Garvie Ranges

Habitat:

Alpine (1400-1900 m a.s.l.) usually on rock in steep crevices,
leages and hollows of rock outcrops and cliff faces, or amongst
boulders, rarely in surrounding tall-tussock grassland.

Features*:

Rosettes up to 350 mm diameter in groups of 25 or more. Leaves
coriaceous, yellowish-green, up to 250 mm long, 1-pinnate, usually
with 4 pairs of leaflets, these more or less plane; sheath up to 9o x
6-12 mm, sheath joint obscure; stipules 35 x 1-1.5 mm, simple;
petiole up to 45 x 3-54 mm, more or less convex above, margins
rounded, pulvinus evident, 8-10 mm long; lamina obtriangular in
outline, lowermost leafleft up to 100 x 3-4 mm, apex acute with a
spine 1 mm long, margins finely tuberculate, mid- and margin ribs
0.2 mm wides vein not raised. Inflorescences broad. Female
inflorescence up to 520 mm or more long, stem 300 x 10 mm, pale
yellow to brown; head 125 x 90 mm, more or less ovate in outline; Photographer: John Barkla
compound umbels 12-16, usually arranged in 3 or 4 whorls, the

terminal umbel larger than to about the same size as the laterals;

lower bracts 70 mm long with a sheath 20 x 4-8 mm, stipules, and 1-2 pairs of leaflets, upper bracts smaller
and simple with stipules. Lower compound umbels up to 70 mm long with peduncles up to 50 x 2.5 mm;
primary bracteoles simple, up to 9 x 1 mm; simple umbels 13 with peduncles up to 15 x 0.8 mm; secondary
bracteoles simple, up to 7 x 1 mm; 15 flowers per umbel, pedicels 3 x 0.2 mm. Sepals up to 0.8 mm long; petals
up to 1.4 x 0.7 mm, not inflexed; staminodes up to 0.6 mm long. Male Inflorescence up to 420 mm long, stem
290 x 8 mm, pale yellow to brown; head 140 x 105 mm, almost circular in outline; compound umbels c. 8,
tending to be in 2-3 whorls, the terminal umbel generally larger than the laterals; bracts and bracteoles similar
to female inflorescences; lower compound umbels up to 80 mm long with peduncles up to 15 x 0.4 mm; 20
flowers per umbel and pedicels up to 5 x 0.2 mm. Sepals up to 0.8 mm long; petals up to 1.3 x 0.6 mm, not
inflexed; stamens up to 2.5 mm long. Mericarps 4.1 x 2 mm, dull, pale brown, lateral ribs up to 0.4 mm wide;
style up to 1.2 mm long.

Flowering: Fruiting:
December - February January - April
Threats:

A narrow range endemic common within its known geographic range. Accessible plants maybe browsed by
animals

*Attribution:
Fact Sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 28 May 2006: Description adapted from Dawson (1979).
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For more information, visit:
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