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Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Carex flacca

Common Name(s):

carnation sedge

Current Threat Status (2009):

Exotic

Habitat:

Usually in wetlands and often invasive in poorly drained pasture or
pasture bordering wetlands. Tolerant of heavy shade and full sun.
Often favouring soils overlying calcareous or other base-rich
substrates

Caption: Carex flacca
Features*: Photographer: Paul Champion
Rather stiff blue-green tufted sedge forming extensive patches.
Rhizome widely creeping. Stems 100 -600 mm high, + terete to +
3-angled, smooth. Leaves 2-3 mm wide, < stems, double-folded to
+ flat, stiff, often curved, rather harshly scabrid; sheaths dark
brown, often bright red-tinged. Inflorescence 50-100 mm long, of
4-6 dark brown, pedunculate spikes, terminal 1-3 male, rest
female, often a remote lowermost spike on an extremely long
peduncle from near base of stem; subtending bracts leaf-like, + =
or > inflorescence. Male spikes + 30.0 x 1.5 mm; glumes narrow,
obtuse, dark brown with lighter brown midrib not reaching tip of
glume. Female spikes 20-45 x + 4 mm, often male at top; glumes <
utricles, oblong-ovate, subobtuse, dark purple-brown with broad,
lighter green to brown midrib. Utricles + 2.0-2.5 x 1.5 mm,
obovoid to + orbicular, often inflated, papillose, red-tinged
throughout or green with red patches, beak minute, orifice
truncate, dark red. Stigmas 3. Nut ellipsoid, trigonous.

Flowering: Fruiting:
Late spring summer
*Attribution:

Factsheet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra
(NIWA).
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