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Carex scoparia

Common Name(s):

broom sedge

Current Threat Status (2009):

Exotic

Distribution:

Scattered throughout the North island, absent from most eastern
areas.

Habitat:

Swamps and lake margins.
Features*:

Very dense leafy tufts up to 9o ¢cm high. Stems slender, sharply 3-
angled, scabrid on margins below inflorescence. Leaves < stems, 2-
3 mm wide, + flat. Inflorescence 2-6 cm long, of 4-12 very clearly
defined sessile spikes aggregated into an oblong or linear-oblong
head; one or two lower spikes with small inconspicuous setaceous
bracts < inflorescence. Spikes androgynous, male flowers at base,
oblong or ovoid-oblong, tapering or rounded at apex. Glumes <
utricles, lanceolate, acute, narrower than utricles at tip, light brown
or white-hyaline, midrib green. Utricles + 4 x 1-1.5 mm, lanceolate

Caption: Carex scoparia, Howarth

. ; wetland, Te Aroha
to narrow ovate—le'mceolate, flat, falptly nerved on each S}de, Photographer: John Smith-
greenish to brownish, + narrowly winged throughout, minutely Dodsworth

scabrid on margins of upper half, tapering to a beak + 1 mm long.
Stigmas 2. Nut ovoid-oblong.

Flowering: Fruiting:
Late spring to early summer Summer to autumn
*Attribution:

Factsheet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra
(NIWA). Features description from Healy and Edgar (1980).
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