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Carex leporina

Common Name(s):

oval sedge

Current Threat Status (2009):
Exotic
Distribution:

Locally common throughout New Zealand.

Habitat: Caption: Carex leporina
Wide variety of wet habitats from lowland to subalpine, especially Photographer: Trevor James
disturbed habitats, but also a problem weed in short turf wetland (AgResearch)

where it can completely displace indigenous vegetation.

Features*:

Dense tufts; rhizome short. Stems 20-60-(120) cm high, 3-angled,
scabrid just below inflorescence. Leaves 1.5-3.5 mm wide, usually
< stems, =+ flat, + soft, bright green, sheaths light brown.
Inflorescence a compact ovoid head 2.5-4- (6) cm long, of 3-5- (11)
approximate, sessile, light green to light brown spikes; bracts
glume-like and inconspicuous or > inflorescence and + setaceous.
Spikes androgynous, male flowers at base. Glumes = or slightly <
utricles, light brown with paler green to brown midrib, acute.
Utricles 4-4.5 x + 2 mm, ovoid, plano-convex, distinctly nerved,
with winged margins almost covered by glumes, scabrid towards

Capt on: Carex lepori a
Photographer: Trevor James

the tapered beak of + 1 mm long. Stigmas 2. Nut plano-convex, + (AgResearch)
oblong.

Flowering: Fruiting:
Late spring to early summer Summer to autumn

*Attribution:

Prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra (NIWA). Features description from Healy and Edgar (1980).
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