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Cyperus polystachyos

Common Name(s):

bunchy sedge

Current Threat Status (2009):

Exotic

Distribution:

Restricted to Northland and Auckland where it is locally common.

Habitat:

Wet pasture, margins of water bodies and drains.
Features*:

Densely tufted annual to perennial. Stems to 50 ¢m tall, 3-angled,
leafy at base. Leaves < stems, 2-3 mm wide, smooth; sheaths
purple-brown, sometimes with a few transverse septa. Involucral
bracts 3-6, leaf-like, > inflorescence. Inflorescence capitate or with
rays to 4 cm long. Spikelets + stiffly erect in rather dense clusters,
narrow-linear, acute, + 15 x 1.5 mm. Glumes + 2 mm long, densely
imbricate, membranous, subobtuse, chestnut or straw-coloured
with green keel. Stamens 2. style-branches 2. Nut + %2 length of
glume, oblong, compressed-biconvex, brown.
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Summer to autumn Summer to autumn SR ey D el
Caption: Lake Waiporohita, Karikari
*Attribution: Peninsula. Feb 2011.
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Factsheet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra

(NIWA). Features description from Healy and Edgar (1980).
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For more information, visit:
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