NZ PLANT CONSERVATION NETWORK

Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Galium palustre subsp. palustre

Common Name(s):
marsh bedstraw

Current Threat Status (2009):
Exotic

Distribution:

Throughout in lowland areas, commonest in north and west of both
islands.

Habitat:

Swamps and wet grass and sedgeland near water bodies.

Caption: Galium palustre subsp.
Features*: palustre

Photographer: Trevor James
(AgResearch)

Perennial; stems slender, weak and straggling, to c. 60 cm long,
glabrous, or scabridulous on the acute angles. Lvs and stipules in
whorls of 4-(6), subsessile or with short petiole to c. 1 mm long, 3-
15 x 0.7-4.5 mm, linear, narrow-elliptic or oblanceolate, generally
glabrous; margins flat, sometimes scabridulous; apex usually
obtuse, sometimes subacute. Lvs of uppermost nodes often
smaller. Cymes small, loose, glabrous or nearly so, often 2-5 from
same axis, each with c. 3-7 fls, usually aggregated into panicles of
up to 20 fls; peduncles very variable in length, to c. 2 cm long;
pedicels up to 3 mm long, divaricating at fruiting; bracts leaflike at
base of infl., either very reduced or o toward apex. Corolla 2-3-
(3.5) mm diam., white; lobes ovate or ovate-oblong, acute or
mucronulate. Mericarps 0.8-1.2 mm diam., globular, + papillate.

Flowering: Fruiting:
A
Summer to autumn Summer to autumn Caption: Flowers of Galium palustre
o subsp. palustre
*Attribution:

Photographer: Trevor James

Factsheet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra (AgResearch)
(NIWA). Features description from Webb et al., (1988).
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