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Common Name(s):

Esler's fireweed

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Indigenous. New Zealand, North Island from Te Paki to Rotorua
(see de Lange 1997, 1995; P. J. de Lange unpubl. data). Also
Australia, where it is an uncommon montane species of New South
Wales and Tasmania

Habitat:

Waste places and coastal habitats in Northland and the Auckland
area. Especially roadsides, street margins, rock walls, waste places,
gardens and sand dunes.

Features*:

Erect herb, usually annual, rarely a short-lived perennial, up to c. 2
m tall. Stems striate, often tinged purple, sparsely to densely
setose especially above, branched above to form inflorescence.
Lower cauline leaves almost glabrous to sparsely setose on upper
surface, almost glabrous to moderately setose on lower especially
on mid vein, apetiolate and longcuneate, 1-pinnatifid to 1/2-2/3
width, elliptic to narrow-obovate, acute at apex, ¢. 80-200 X 15-80
mm; segments narrow- to ovate-oblong, irregularly toothed; mid
cauline leaves slightly larger, more deeply dissected with narrow-
oblong toothed segments, sometimes amplexicaul and often 3-fid
at base; uppermost leaves more ovate, sometimes with more or
less linear segments. Capitula in loose panicles, 1-2 mm diameter.
Supplementary bracts 3-10, lanceolate, ciliolate, 1-2 mm long.
Involucral bracts (11>12-13, linear, usually glabrous, sometimes
with a few scattered hairs, 4.5-5.5 mm long. Outer florets c. 24-35,
female, filiform; inner florets c. 4-11, hermaphrodite, tubular.
Achenes narrowly ellipsoid-cylindric, slightly narrowed and
constricted below apex, with 2-3 rows of short antrorse hairs in
grooves between or on edges of broad ribs and sometimes
appearing evenly hairy, 2-2.3 mm long; pappus 5-7 mm long.

Caption: Senecio esleri
Photographer: Peter de Lange

Flowering: Fruiting:
September to April October to August

Threats:
Not Threatened e~ * S :

Caption: Senecio esleri juvenile plant
. showing growth habit
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Description based on Webb (1989) Albert, Auckland
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