NZ PLANT CONSERVATION NETWORK

Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Hesperantha coccinea

Current Threat Status (2009):
Exotic
Distribution:

Local and scattered throughout both islands, but common in parts
of Westland and irrigation channels in Canterbury.

Habitat:
Margins of flowing and still water bodies, drains.
Features*:

Tufted rhizomatous evergreen perennial. Stems 60-90 cm x + 3
mm, stiff, erect. Leaves < stems, to 30 x 1 cm, stiff, erect, slightly
fleshy; 4-5 basal, distichous; 3-4 shorter, cauline; upper bract-like.
Spikes 10-15-flowered; spathe-valves 2, green, tinged purple, 2.5-

(3) cm long, + = tube. Flowers c. 5 cm long, + 5 cm diam., bright Caption: Flower of Hesperantha
crimson; tube very narrow throughout, brownish, + = widely coccinea

spreading, ovate, acute lobes. Styles-branches 3- (4), slender, Photographer: Trevor James
subulate, red, + 2 cm long. Capsule 1.5 x 1 cm, oblong. Seeds + 1.5 (AgResearch)

mm long, angled, brown.

Flowering: Fruiting:
March to May Winter
*Attribution:

Factsheet prepared by Paul Champion and Deborah Hofstra
(NIWA). Features description from Healy and Edgar (1980).
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Champion et al (2012). Freshwater Pests of New Zealand. NIWA

publication. http://www.niwa.co.nz/freshwater-and- Cap?ion: Flowers of Hesperantha

estuaries/management-tools/identification-guides-and-fact- Coeo]

sheets/freshwater-pest-species Photographer: Trevor James
(AgResearch)

For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=4828
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