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Geranium traversii

Common Name(s):

Chatham Island geranium

Current Threat Status (2012):

At Risk - Naturally Uncommon

Distribution:

Endemic. Chatham Islands group. Known from all the main islands,
islets and rock stacks except The Forty Fours, Sisters, Pyramid
and Western Reef.
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Habitat: Caption: Chatham Islands

Photographer: John Sawyer
Coastal cliffs, consolidated or mobile sand dunes, steep peat-filled

crevices, limestone cliffs and rocks, rock crevices and erosion
hollows.

Features*:

Leafy, silvery grey to greyish-green, rosette-forming perennial
herb forming patches up to 0.8 x 0.6 m. Caulorrhiza stout, deeply
descending, woody at base, usually branched near ground level,
often stoloniferous, up to 30 mm diameter, densely covered in
persistent, frayed, petiole and stipule remnants. Stem and leaves
usually densely covered in silvery hairs. Basal leaves on slender
petioles up to 220 mm long. Stipules broad-ovate, cuspidate.
Lamina 15-100 mm diameter, broad-reniform, orbicular, mostly e

lobed to Y2 way but sometimes deeper; lobes 5-7(-8), cuneate, Caption: Chatham Islands
often toothed or lobed further. Cauline leaves similar but smaller. Photographer: John Sawyer

Flowers solitary 20-25(-30) mm diameter; peduncles up to 100

mm long, retrorsely hairy; bracteoles narrow-lanceolate,

subacuminate. Sepals 7-11 x 2-4 mm, narrow-ovate to broad-ovate, densely covered with grey hairs,
cuspidate. Petals 12(-16) x 10(-14) mm, broad-obovate or obovate-oblong, shortly clawed, pink or white, rarely
pale purple, in all usually with up to 5 more darkly pigmented, longitudinal veins. Stamens < or > pistil.
Mericarps silky hairy; beak 8-24 mm long. Seed 2.2-2.8 mm long, surface dull, dark brown, red-brown, dark
purple-brown to black-brown, elliptic-oblong, not compressed, cells of primary reticulum, 4-6-sided, broadly
oblong to isodiametric (0.04-0.15 mm long)

Flowering: Fruiting:
July-June (peaking in summer) July-June
Threats:

Not threatened. However, it has probably declined from large parts of its former range on Chatham and Pitt
Islands. In some sites it may be threatened by invasive weeds, especially marram grass (Ammophila arenaria).
It remains abundant and secure on all the outer vegetated islands except the Sisters, Forty Fours, Pyramid and
Western Reef.

*Attribution:

Fact Sheet prepared by P.J. de Lange 14 April 2008. Description adapted from Aedo et al. (2005)
supplemented with observations based on fresh and cultivated specimens.
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