NZ PLANT CONSERVATION NETWORK

Roopu hononga Koiora Talao ki Aotearoa

Sonchus grandifolius

Common Name(s):

Chatham Island sow thistle, Embergeria
Current Threat Status (2012):

At Risk - Recovering
Distribution:

Endemic to the Chatham Islands. Found on the main islands and
some islets.

Habitat: = = — &
Caption: Kaingaroa, Chatham
Sand dunes (usually the foredunes), also coastal cliff ledges, clay Islands
promontories and talus slopes. Photographer: John Sawyer
Features*:

Thistle-like herb with stout rhizomes and pale green fleshy leaves
up to 1 m long, irregularly divided into toothed lobes. It has a milky
sap. Erect flower heads with florets that are light purple to pale
yellow. Plant dies down in winter. The plant flowers from
December to February and fruits in late summer to autumn.

Flowering: Fruiting:
December - February Late summer and autumn.
Threats:

Domestic stock and other browsing animals (including pigs,
possums and rodents) are still a threat on Chatham and Pitt
Islands. Competition from invasive exotic plants, coastal
development and coastal erosion is also a problem in some areas.
However, this species has made a spectacular recovery over large
parts of its range, and is actively colonising new areas of beach and
coastal cliff. It now occurs in numerous secure sites across the
Chatham Island group.

Caption: Kaingaroa, éhatham
Islands
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