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Roopu hononga Koiora Taiao ki Aotearoa

Pterostylis alveata

Common Name(s):

Mountain Green Hood

Current Threat Status (2012):

Non Resident Native - Coloniser

Distribution:

Indigenous. North and South Island, northern North West Nelson
area. In February 2006 it was recorded at one site in the Hutt
Valley. Present in Australia.

Habitat:

Known in New Zealand from open kanuka (Kunzea ericoides
(A.Rich.) Joy Thomps. shrubland where it grows on clay and sandy
soils.

Features*:

Terrestrial orchid of open sites on clay or sand. Flowering plants up
to 300 mm tall. Stem scabrid. Rosette leaves 3-5, 20-60 x 10-15
mm, ovate, elliptic to obovate, often rather distantly spaced on
basal portion of stem, sessile, margins entire. Upper stem leaves
rather bractaete, lanceolate, erect, and strongly stem clasping. Caption: Diplodium alveatum
Flower 30 mm long, erect, dark green striped white, apex of galea Photographer: Ian St George
flat or slightly decurved; dorsal sepal acute to subacute, with a
long, fine apiculus; lateral sepals erect, loosely embracing galea
leaving a distinct lateral gap, sinus broadly notched when veiwed
from the front, protruding prominently in an abrupt curve when
viewed from the side, free points 20 mm long, linear-tapered,
reflexed behind galea; petals broad, subacute. Labellum 13-18 x 3
mm, narrowly ovate-lanceolate to obtuse, dark brown, erect,
curved forwards near middle, subacute with distal third projecting
from the sinus in the set position.

Flowering: Fruiting:
January - April March - June
Threats:

Possibly the target of orchid collectors. However only recently (late
1990s) discovered in New Zealand and still poorly known. A recent
(2006) find in Wellington suggests that either this species has been
overlooked or it is still expanding its range. Not serious threats are
known.

*Attribution:

Fact Prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange (17 April 2007).
Description adapted from Moore and Edgar (1970)
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