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Veronica pentasepala

Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened

Distribution:
Endemic. South Island — Marlborough inland valleys

Habitat:

Cliffs, rocks, rocky slopes, steep grassland, often on limestone,
300-1450 m.

Features®:

Subshrub or shrub, 0.1-0.3(-0.45) m tall. Branches usually erect,
sometimes ascending; branchlets red-brown, grey-brown with age;
vegetative internodes (2-)4-10(-20) mm long; stem pubescence i

uniform, hairs eglandular, or rarely glandular hairs also present Eigzi‘nzsiﬁ fange’ s
between leaf bases at nqdes in cpltwated plants only. Leaves Uit ographior Cillaim € vk
erecto-patent to spreading; lamina oblanceolate or narrowly

elliptic, coriaceous to fleshy, weakly folded, (7-)10-30 x (3-)4-8

mim; apex usually subacute, acute, or obtuse; base cuneate; margin

red, rounded, smooth, serrate or rarely entire; adaxial surface glabrous, green to bronze green, glossy, with
dense stomata; abaxial surface glabrous (or eglandular-hairy on midrib in occasional cultivated plants), green to
pale green, dull, with dense stomata; midrib not thickened, depressed to grooved above. Petiole narrowly
winged, 2-5(-8) mm long. Inflorescence with 20-200 flowers, (1-)2-7 em long. Peduncle 0.5-1.0(-1.5) cm long;
rachis 1-3(-5) em long, pubescent; bracts subopposite to alternate, or opposite and decussate below, becoming
alternate above, subacute to acute, eglandular-ciliate, deltoid. Pedicels eglandular-pubescent, very short or
absent. Calyx divisions equally deep. Calyx 2.5-3.5 mm long; lobes 5, not all similar, ovate to deltoid, subacute,
eglandular-ciliate. Corolla (6-)7-8 mm diameter, pink at anthesis, paler after pollination, throat pink; corolla
tube 2.0-2.5 mm long, 1.0-1.5 mm wide, cylindrie, slightly swollen at base, equalling or shorter than calyx,
glabrous; corolla lobes glabrous; posterior lobe longer than tube, more or less circular, subacute, erect to
spreading; lateral lobes broadly elliptic, subacute, spreading; anterior lobe elliptic, subacute, spreading. Stamen
filaments white, inserted between middle and base of corolla tube, 2.0-2.5 mm long. Anthers pale yellow.
Nectarial disk glandular-ciliate. Ovary globose, emarginate, glabrous, 0.8-1.2 x 0.8-0.0 mm, 0.5-0.6 mm thick.
Ovules approximately 16 per locule. Style 5-7 mm long, approximately 0.25 mm thick, usually glabrous,
sometimes with long glandular hairs, pink, becoming white with age. Stigma globose, pink at anthesis, 0.2-0.3
mm wide. Capsule angustiseptate to turgid, truncate to emarginate, dark brown, 3.5-4.0 x 2.5 mm, 2 mm thick,
glabrous; loculicidal split extending 1/3-1/2-way to base. Seeds weakly flattened, winged, fusiform to obovoid
or irregular, pale to reddish brown, smooth to weakly rugulose on back, (1.0-)1.5-2.5 x 0.8-1.0 mm.

Flowering: Fruiting:
September-November December-February
*Attribution:

Description adapted by M. Ward from Garnock-Jones, P.J. 1993: Helichebe (Scrophulariaceae Veroniceae), a
new genus segregated from Hebe. New Zealand Journal of Botany 31: 333-333. © The Royal Society of New
Zealand, reprinted by permission of Taylor & Francis Ltd, www.tandfonline.com on behalf of The Roval Society
of New Zealand.
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