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Hoheria sexstylosa

Common Name(s):

Houhere, lacebark

Current Threat Status (2012):

Not Threatened

Distribution:

Endemic. North Island from the northern Waikato and Coromandel
Peninsula south to the south Wellington Coast and Wairarapa.
South Island rather local and wild populations are now hard to
recognise from naturalised ones. Those from North West Nelson,
inland Marlborough and Banks Peninsula are probably natural.
Some botanists regard all South Island occurrences of H.

sexstylosa as naturalised but this seems unlikely. Hoheria
sexstylosa currently includes plants that AP Druce referred at as
Hoheria 'Tararua'.

Habitat:

Coastal, lowland to montane riparian forest.

. Caption: Hoheria sexstyloa
Features*: (Houhere)

Heteroblastic, much-branched tree up to 18 m tall; bark of mature Photographer: Wayne Bennett
trunk and branches dark grey-brown that of younger growth dark
red brown branches and branchlets rather slender, ascending often
with branchlet apices pendulous; indumentum on mature parts,
sparse. comprised of short stellate hairs; indumentum of younger
parts and inflorescences rather denser, comprised of copious
stellate hairs. Juvenile and sub-adult plants usually filiramulate,
sub-divaricate to + fully divaricate (such growth sometimes
persisting as reversion shoots on the damaged trunk of mature
trees); leaves rather distant, on very slender, brittle petioles (4.8)-
5.0(-8.0) mm long; lamina (10-)15(-30) x (10-)15(-25) mm,
adaxially dark green to grey-green, dull or glossy, adaxially paler
and dull, broad-ovate to suborbicular, base cuneately narrowed,

margins irregularly and deeply 3-5-lobed or coarsely incised, teeth f .
dentate;lamina surfaces usually finely covered in caducous stellate Caption: Flowers of Hoheria
hairs. Adult leaves on slender, pliant petioles 5-10(-20) mm long; sexstylosa

lamina (50-)150 x (10-)50(-60) mm, adaxially dark green to Photographer: Wayne Bennett

grey-green, dull or glossy, adaxially paler and dull, lanceolate to

ovate-lanceolate, apices mostly acuminate, sometimes obtuse to

broadly rounded, base cuneately narrowed; lamina surfaces + glabrous, sometimes sparsely covered in reddish
to grey caducous stellate hairs (especially abaxially on and near midrib). Flowers 18-20(-25) mm diameter, in
2-5-flowered cymose fascicles or solitary, on slender pedicels 20-30 mm long. Calyx campanulate, (4.5-)6.0(-
8.0) mm long, teeth narrowly triangular, indumentum usually dense, hairs stellate; petals 10-15 mm long,
white, obliquely oblong, notched.; styles (5)-6-7, stigmas capitate; anthers white. Carpels (5-)6(-7) compressed.
Mericarp winged, main body 4.5-6.5 mm long, brown; wing 3.2-8.0 mm long, abruptly curved outwards, orange
yellow, finely and sparsely covered with stellate hairs.

Flowering: Fruiting:
February - May April - August
Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:

Fact Sheet Prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 9 April 2011. Description based on herbarium specimens and
live plants grown by P.J. de Lange (9 April 2011) supplemented by information obtained from Allan (1961) and
Webb & Simpson (2011).
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