for. Clell) D (80) — 777
uﬂp@+c<43.cf varJ Atos ‘/ e ““JJ/ )

g\f— ‘o ]

o —— \
Cuhiro Boy

and qiarty ‘3‘1, Red Rocks

{+2

- Sinctair Head

Te Kopahou 4 8L m
-
——e

-

furm%and

Cook Strait

s
~
~
~
N
\\
; \ Key
\
Ty
A 1 Spurs
q‘“o \ —re et T°P u@ E,sc.nrpme.n‘f
L] \
o - Rough vehicie track
\\ ; Streams ; coasﬂ\m and rﬂ;s
. Lbeeuil Loiung
H Hals
- For key to vegetotian +ypes j. -0,

see biological descriphion.

Karori Stream

™



- GRID REF

RED HOCKS 79 KARORI STREAM N 164 : 282, 137 - 247, 150
FOCATION Part of the South Wellington coastline, including Sinclair Head, west of the Harbour AIR PHOTO

entance .
AREA DESCRIPTION 3497 /e

The area concerned farms a 6 km strevch of coastline ang assoclated escarpment sityated west

of Gwhiro Bay at the southern tip of the Wellington coast. Thisg Coastline is typical of the SIZE

Wellington Region by having high stecp slopes fising above a rzised beach terrace tg g height 140 hecrares

of 300 metres in some places, and covered by Iow coastal VegeLation. This site ig well kaown

te the Wellington public, parcly due to its clgse proximity to the city and its ease of OWNERS Red nocks - iands & Survey Depr.

access. The quarrying operation based near the eastern end affects the beach and slopes . Sinclair Head, 10 hectares - Crown.

arcund to Red Rocks. a vehicle track from this point continues on the beach terrace for the Remainder in privare Ownership,

; STATUSICURRENT PRO TECTION
rocky headlands and can be very dangercus, ¢5pecially during strong scutherly winds, The area .
: Proposed Scientific reserve at Sinclair
18 notable for itg flora, fauna and gealogy which account Parcly for the high number af fiead. Scientific res r fed Rock
visitors. Visitors are aiso attracted by its scenic and recreational values. - seden ¢ reserve at Red Rocks.

Lyperobius huttoni, a rare weevil, 1is
2 protected animal. Mo other protection,

ACCESS & car park at the Owhiro Bay Quarry marks the beginning of a4 2 km walk to Red Rocks.
Sinclair Head lies 1 ko beyord and from here it ig about 5 kx rg Karori Stream.

e e | o
JUSTIFICATION FOR RESERVE STA4 Tus
1.

RATING G-10
Contains 13 Specieg of regionally rare or endangered plant. AlB5S contains ane nationally rare Speclies: pingac.

SCENIC B
SCIENTIFIC 8|
RECREATION (B}

2. Contains wildlife of national importance, including rare weevil colonles and a Seal haul-out area,

3. Contains geological featuree of naticnal importance.

4. 1e & popular Tecreation area with cloge proximity to large residential areas.

BIDLOGICAL DESCRIFTION ki3
COMMUNITY TYPES X wGT,

1. shrubland - herbfield dominated by Dlearia solandri and 1 es

Cfassinia leptophylia wirh many smaller herbs and shrubsg
growing on and ACNg large rocks and beach gravel at the

RAREINCOMMON PLANTS StarTus

Spp unnamed } - no
| e ) = ne
| Dy s0a roumaTan: I- & other locat- - no

top of the beach terrace. ! l Eryngium vesciculosum 1 ion/s in ‘ - no
2. Sedgeland - Tushland with Carex Spp. Leptocarpus similig, l 1 es bt hsgf per.s‘cdz‘aflens ! Wellingon N ne
aBsorted Creepers and aguatic species, Srowing near the J . MSM ) - e
high water mark in semi-saline Yock pools. ghe;j:g:?f:n:;s:ans ; - :a
. - o
3. Flax shrubland with Cassinia teptophylla, Loprosma 73 510  HOPERGERYT Lii minim ) - no
Propingus and Oleariag solandri growing on §teen but stanle | Hicroserig Scapligera - only Wgton - no
coastal slope. Forms maln vegetation L¥pe on slopes in this l ( | b o location !
area. I } POt found recently R i ne
3a. Shrublang of Cassinia leptophylta, Coprosma Propingua, 10 ;es |
Alesria solapdri, Preridium esculentum, Huehlenbeckis l 137 Other locations lnerabie I e
complexa ang occasional Phormjum cookianum. This ig found I Llist.
on iess stable sutface materials, especialiy near the base
of plopes RARE[UNCOMMON ANIMALS L
4. Rscently burnt areas. 2 i
aLgperob;us huttoni - A rare Weevil which nvertebrateg nG
5. Herbfield ©n partly consolidated gravel fans at the base [tives only on Aciphylla spp. The only two ot covered
of siopes. Succumbs easily to the effects of trai)l bikes. 1 ES Hoxth Island colonies known are found in Red Data
6. Xaraka forest with heavily grazeg understorey. L les pMithin this area and are marked on the map.Book, /
7. Manuka - kanuka scrub with Clearia paniculars and flax. S es -g::;ocgi:‘i?si:r;t::;ii:::ﬂie:if:i::I " yes
8. Mixed broadleaved SCrul with Coprosma spp. Hebe spp, [ 5 es is situated at Sinclair Head and is
FPagqudopanax arboreus, Griselinja lucida, mahoe, tree ferns l T occupied during winter, i
and kowhai. Understory with kawakaws and a moderate ground
cover of grasses and ferns on a Steep, stable surface.

9. Dune qrassliands ofSpinifex and harestail with pPatches of 1 ]
belmt:ﬁoenus Spiralis ~ pingaa. I

10. Dune grassiands ofmarram grass.

MODIFICATIONS AND TRENDS gy the sastern and sbove Red Rocks e slope has been partially modified by the JUarrying aperation which

has cut tracks on the slope. The effect of qUarrying on the coas! from Red ROCKs to Owhiro Bay has been devastating. The whole area
from Aed Rocks west to Kareri Stream, has been cleared of ali bo A small remnant of forast which once clathed the slopes. Stock -
were introduced to the Blopes Causing damage both to the vegetat:on and to the .r.:u‘r:[:u:er although erosion is not as serious here as it
is elsewhere on the Wellington coast. Considerable damage has been caused by off-road vehicles to vegetation on the beach terrace,
leading to the declipe of the CODMURLLY types which occupy this zone. Hzrdy adwentives such as Tarramgrass fare well under these
modified conditions while pingas ana others are steadily declining. Many small fires sear the hillside and threaten the vegetation

and the weevil coloniss.

THREATS i IMPROVEMENTS WEEDED

1. The slope vegetation and the rare weevil calonies gre 1. Closure of access for vehicles untess there is a good reason
threatened by further quarrying, stock grazing and fires which for their use.
are started by visitors, Placement of refuse bins to discourage Iittering.

tarrace vegetation, Fencing at top of slope to exclude Stock.
3. Erosion becomes 4 threat as a resualr of damage tg the

2.
2. Trajl bikes and Gther off-road vehicles threaten the beach J 3. Removal of dwellings on beach terrace.
! 4.

vegetation.
MMMMMH_%
COMMENTS, RECOMMEND A TIONS
Red Rocks to Karori Stream is well endowed with both nationally and regionally impartant fauns and flora. It has a high number of
regxanally rare or erdangered plant species, and one Fpeciesq, pingao, which is considered by some avthorities to be nationally rare,
The rare weevi) colonies and the seal colony are extremely valuable .lso. Gealogically the area has national 1MpOrtance with the
pillow lsrvas of Red Rocks, which are Protected under scientific reserve status. The seal colony is inciuded in a Proposed scaientific
reserve at Sincla:r Head. Protecriop ;g urgently needed for the whole area te ensure that its value is not lost by the activities af
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Cook Strait

Sinclair Head

Locality Map

Weliington Region showing

location of surveyed sites.
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. Plimmerton (Taupo) Swamp
4. Pukerua Bay - Wairaka Point
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